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the chief of the Apostles, is raised high above all people,
and all realms, that he may pluck up and destroy plant
and build in his name.     He was preparing again to
cross the Alps to arrange, in his character of guardian
of the Empire, with the Empress Agnes the affairs of
Germany; he was meditating a second great    juiy28,
Council at Kheims, to accomplish the reform    1057t
in the Church of France.    He suddenly died at Arezzo,
and with him expired all these magnificent schemes of
universal rule.

When the unexpected intelligence of Pope Victor's
death arrived at Borne, the Cardinal Frederick of Lor-
raine had not departed to Monte Casino. The death of
Victor caused almost a vacancy in the Empire as well
as in the Papacy. The Empress mother alone, now
deprived of her ablest counsellor, and her young son,
represented the Franconian Caesars. The House of Lor-
raine was in the ascendant; not only had Duke Godfrey
been permitted to resume his hereditary rank and title,
Victor, the Pope, had either from policy consented, or
yielded through fear, to admit Godfrey and his wife
Beatrice of Tuscany as joint representatives of the Em-
pire, and as rulers of Italy. Frederick of Lorraine was
not a Roman, not even an Italian, but he was the

Casttte is a singularly vivid and in-
structive illustration of the times.
The foundation of S. Benedict had
uoartial Abbots, who stood in aims
against the fierce Lombard counts and
dukes, and the hardly more ferocious
Saracens; a Martyr Abbot who was
*Iain before the altar; ambitious
Abbots akin to the Lords of Capua
and Naples who obtained by force or
fraud the coveted dignity; holy Abbots,
who won the homage of mankind by
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their virtues. Prefects, Kings, Em-
perors vied with each other in lavish
grants of domains or wealth to Monte
Casino. Those domains and that wealth
became the object of plunder to Lom-
bard, Saracen, or Norman ; and was
hardly lost before it was recovered or
replaced by religious awe or super-
stitious terror. The Abbot of Monte
Casino became a personage, sometimes
hardly of less importance than the
Pope himself.
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